April 17, 1971 

Dear Harold, 

Thanks for your mailings of 4/l4, 4/l3> and 4/8. 

You mentioned having received a poor copy of Joesten's letter iv from JG. 

If you could spare it on loan, I am a bit curious. Joesten is, unfortunately, 
a real paranoid. 

You asked if I have seen any mention of SI or PSI in CD's; negative. However, 
there is a long article on "spying for the FBI" in the current (4/22/71)^ New 
York Review. On page 34 the author, Frank Donner, refers to FSI and FRI, which 
he calls "potential security (or racial) informant." The article as a whole is 
well worth reading. 

In my letter to Bagdikian, I deliberately said very little on LHO as PSI, 
focusing on Ruby as PCI, I will be very careful about the LHO business, as you^ask. 

Let me clarify the status of my F of I requests: no plans to go to court ao 
this time; I am exhausting administrative remedies, ± frankly don t expect any 
judge to order FBI material 3( released, no matter.^ how good a case we have. I will 
definitely consult with you and Bud before doing anything; I would rather do nothing 
than present the kind of briefs Snory 3. and John N. used. 

You asked for the date of my old memos on DeBrueys. 9/24 and 10/20/67. 

Thanks for your good comments on my memo on the mail interceptions in the 
just-released CD's. As usual, I tried to restrict my memo to what could be conclusively 
proven with the official evidence. i understand that much of the * unofficial 
stuff you have is relevant, and that the conclusions I presented were understated. 

On reflection, I think the memo should have emphasized the following: there «*= are 
several instances of mail interception - two just revealed - which are noo indicated 
in the list of He the FBI HQ file”. So, the FBI purged its file and lied to the WC 
about the extent of its interest in LHO. if that is played right, it is nextfsworthy - 
e.g., if someone can get Boggs to react. He should not be afraid of admitting i,ha.t 
the FBI fooled him when he was on the WC. I think this is a good issue to push 
since it doesn't give away some of our key N.O. interests but is related to the 
current fuss. People who might be interested: Wash. Post, Wash. Monthly; maybe 
even IF Stone; Boggs himself; Anderson. Would you have any objection if I tried to 
push this? 

I will be careful about my request to Kleindienst based on Sam Stern's unsent 
letter. I don't know why it was not sent, but I assume that he sfessg checked with 
the FBI liason or Willens and was turned off, for the same reasons given when the 
Commission was looking at the HQ file. (The draft was dated 3/10; the revised 

letter was 3/26, well before Hoover and Belmont testified.) I don't really expect 
to get anything from this general request; it is for the record. I thought about 
trying to get in touch with Stern, whose last known address Ht is in Washington. 

I still do not read the exemption to the investigative exemption clause the 
way you do. I see it as meaning that anything available to LHO or Ruby before the 
law would’ still be available to them (but not to me) afterwards. A.s I recall, the 
JD memo is ver y clear on this, that increased public access is not intended. No 
need to discuss this now; I'll keep it in mind if I ever file suit. 

Re copies you sent me for JNS: I am sending him all my investigative stuff, 
so you should send your responses directly to him and save postage. 

Your 4/l4: I remind you that the FBI did not offer the Commission their entire 
Oswald file - only the HQ file. A big difference. That’s why I was so struck by 
Stern's proper request for everything, including field office files. 

I hadn't thought of the possibility that LHO was feeding his letters to the FB_l. 
That can't be tris in this case, since the photographed envelope has a postmark. 

Sourwine of SISS has just confirmed to me that Butler's 11/24/63 testimony is 
not released. I think you share my opinion that it may be important. I note He that 
Sen. Mathias is on the letterhead of the Committee; it seems to be an old letterhead, 
and I recall that he was defeated in Nov., but if not is he worth asking about this? 

Sincerely, 

PcuJl 


c j HS 



